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Described herein are one or more examples of an apparatus,
the apparatus comprising at least one processor and at least
one memory. The memory comprises computer program code
stored thereon, the at least one memory and computer pro-
gram code being configured to, when run on the at least one
processor, cause the apparatus to identify one or more geo-
graphic route options, for a particular traveler, based on a
travel time criteria or travel distance criteria for the traveler.
The apparatus is also caused to provide, based on the respec-
tive travel time criteria or travel distance criteria, respective
range indication signalling for at least one of the identified
one or more geographic route options.
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GEOGRAPHIC ROUTE OPTIONS BASED ON
DIFFERENT CRITERIA

RELATED APPLICATION

This application was originally filed as PCT Application
No. PCT/IB2011/054870 filed Nov. 2, 2011.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to the field of geographic
route options, associated methods, computer programs and
apparatus. Certain disclosed aspects/embodiments relate to
portable electronic devices, in particular, so-called hand-por-
table electronic devices which may be hand-held in use (al-
though they may be placed in a cradle in use). Such hand-
portable electronic devices include so-called Personal Digital
Assistants (PDAs).

The portable electronic devices/apparatus according to one
or more disclosed aspects/embodiments may provide one or
more audio/text/video communication functions (e.g. tele-
communication, video-communication, and/or text transmis-
sion (Short Message Service (SMS)/Multimedia Message
Service (MMS)/emailing) functions), interactive/non-inter-
active viewing functions (e.g. web-browsing, navigation,
TV/program viewing functions), music recording/playing
functions (e.g. MP3 or other format and/or (FM/AM) radio
broadcast recording/playing), downloading/sending of data
functions, image capture function (e.g. using a (e.g. in-built)
digital camera), and gaming functions.

BACKGROUND

Current GPS or other satellite navigation systems operate
on the basis of a user entering a destination, and navigation
instructions are provided for that particular traveler to allow
them to get to that destination via a particular mode of trans-
port (such as car, bike, plane, boat, etc). Such navigation
systems are also useful because they can store information
about attractions or locations of interest in a particular area
local to a destination. For example, a particular traveler might
be travelling from London to Nottingham and wishes to visit
a few different sites of interest in Nottingham. The traveler
can then use the satellite navigation system to view the dif-
ferent options for visiting.

The listing or discussion of a prior-published document or
any background in this specification should not necessarily be
taken as an acknowledgement that the document or back-
ground is part of the state of the art or is common general
knowledge. One or more aspects/embodiments of the present
disclosure may or may not address one or more of the back-
ground issues.

SUMMARY

In a first aspect, there is provided an apparatus comprising:

at least one processor; and

at least one memory, the memory comprising computer
program code stored thereon, the at least one memory
and computer program code being configured to, when
run on the at least one processor, cause the apparatus to:

identify one or more geographic route options, for a par-
ticular traveler, based on a travel time criteria or travel
distance criteria for the traveler; and

provide, based on the respective travel time criteria or
travel distance criteria, respective range indication sig-
nalling for at least one of the identified one or more
geographic route options.
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The respective range indication signalling may dynami-
cally vary for at least one of the identified one or more geo-
graphic route options over the validity period for the respec-
tive travel time criteria or travel distance criteria.

The validity period may be the period during which there is
still travel time or travel distance remaining (associated with
the respective aforementioned time/distance criteria) for
which the traveler may continue travelling.

The respective range indication signalling may provide a
visual indication of the maximum travel range associated
with meeting the travel time criteria or travel distance criteria
for at least one of the identified one or more geographic route
options over the validity period for the respective travel time
criteria or travel distance criteria.

The respective range indication signalling may provide a
dynamically varying visual indication of the maximum travel
range associated with meeting the travel time criteria or travel
distance criteria for at least one of the identified one or more
geographic route options over the validity period for the
respective travel time criteria or travel distance criteria.

The maximum travel range may be provided by a visual
range highlight or visual marker along one or more of the
geographic route options.

The maximum travel range may be provided by a visual
range perimeter associated with a plurality of the geographic
route options.

The respective range indication signalling may take into
account travel conditions along the respective one or more
geographic route options.

Travel conditions may include one or more of:

type of road, road speed, weather, traffic volume, current

accidents/collisions, incidents, roadworks, or the like.

The at least one memory and computer program code may
be configured to, when run on the at least one processor, cause
the apparatus to:

provide an audible indication of the availability of range

indication signalling (for example, when the visual rep-
resentation of the range indication signalling would be
out of the current field of view for a particular geo-
graphic route option).

The at least one memory and computer program code may
be configured to, when run on the at least one processor, cause
the apparatus to:

vary the one or more geographic route options during the

validity period for the respective travel time criteria or
travel distance criteria according to the particular route
being adopted by the traveler.

The at least one memory and computer program code may
be configured to, when run on the at least one processor, cause
the apparatus to:

receive selection input associated with one of the identified

route geographic options and provide the respective
range indication signalling for the selected geographic
route option.

The at least one memory and computer program code may
be configured to, when run on the at least one processor, cause
the apparatus to:

receive travel time criteria input or travel distance criteria

input for the particular traveler.

The identification of one or more geographic route options,
for a particular traveler, may comprise one of:

determination of one or more geographic route options by

the apparatus; and

receipt of one of the identified geographic route options

from another apparatus.

The travel distance criteria may be provided by a manage-
ment system for a vehicle used by the traveler.
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The vehicle may be one of:
pedal-bike, motor-bike, car, bus, tram, airplane, boat, etc.
The travel distance criteria or travel time criteria may be set
by a limp-home mode of a management system for a vehicle
used by the traveler.
The respective range indication signalling may be calcu-
lated/determined by the apparatus or another apparatus.
The at least one memory and computer program code may
be configured to, when run on the at least one processor, cause
the apparatus to perform at least one of the following:
identify, for display, the one or more geographic route
options, for a particular traveler, based on a travel time
criteria or travel distance criteria for the traveler; and,

based on the respective travel time criteria or travel dis-
tance criteria, provide, for display, respective range indi-
cation signalling for at least one of the identified one or
more geographic route options.

The apparatus may be comprised by or is one or more of:

a portable electronic device, a module for a portable elec-

tronic device, a network server, or module for a network
server.

In another aspect, there is provided a method (performable
on an apparatus) comprising:

identifying one or more geographic route options, for a

particular traveler, based on a travel time criteria or
travel distance criteria for the traveler; and

providing, based on the respective travel time criteria or

travel distance criteria, respective range indication sig-
nalling for at least one of the identified one or more
geographic route options.

In another aspect, there is provided a computer readable
medium comprising computer program code stored thereon,
the at least one memory and computer program code being
configured to, when run on at least one processor, perform at
least:

identifying one or more geographic route options, for a

particular traveler, based on a travel time criteria or
travel distance criteria for the traveler; and

providing, based on the respective travel time criteria or

travel distance criteria, respective range indication sig-
nalling for at least one of the identified one or more
geographic route options.
In another aspect, there is provided an apparatus compris-
ing:
means for identifying one or more geographic route
options, for a particular traveler, based on a travel time
criteria or travel distance criteria for the traveler; and

means for providing, based on the respective travel time
criteria or travel distance criteria, respective range indi-
cation signalling for at least one of the identified one or
more geographic route options.

The present disclosure includes one or more corresponding
aspects, embodiments or features in isolation or in various
combinations whether or not specifically stated (including
claimed) in that combination or in isolation. Corresponding
means for performing one or more of the discussed functions
are also within the present disclosure.

Corresponding computer programs for implementing one
or more of the methods disclosed are also within the present
disclosure and encompassed by one or more of the described
embodiments.

The above summary is intended to be merely exemplary
and non-limiting.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

A description is now given, by way of example only, with
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:—

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

FIG. 1 illustrates a first example of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 illustrates a second example of the present disclo-
sure.

FIGS. 34-3d illustrate the operation of an example of the
present disclosure.

FIGS. 4a-4d illustrate variations of an example of the
present disclosure

FIG. 5 illustrates a method of the present disclosure.

FIG. 6 illustrates schematically a computer readable media
providing a program according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 7 illustrates another example.

DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE
ASPECTS/EMBODIMENTS

In contrast with some current GPS/satellite navigation sys-
tems, for some travelers there may be no particular destina-
tion that they have in mind, and it is the act of travelling
somewhere that they are looking to enjoy. In which case,
current satellite navigation systems may not be able to satisfy
such a traveler’s needs.

For example, many families who go on holiday to areas
they are not familiar with wish to visit the surrounding area
for places of interest and have no particular preference
exactly where they go to, rather they just do not want to be in
the car for more than a certain period of time. This is particu-
larly true of families with kids who are young and do not like
travelling too far in the car on any one journey. It would be
helpful if their normal satellite navigation device could take
this desire into account, and present them with possible geo-
graphic routes that match their specified criteria. In the
present disclosure, at least one example will be described that
provides an apparatus that can allow for a traveler to enter a
particular travel time criteria—such as ‘I do not want to have
to travel for more than one hour’—to identify one or more
geographic route options that satisfy the travel time criteria.

In another example, it may be that a traveler’s vehicle
suffers some kind of malfunction that requires the vehicle to
be serviced or repaired. Sensors in the engine or vehicle
management systems report these faults to a user. In some
unfortunate cases, the malfunction might mean that the
vehicle is in such a state that it cannot travel for more than a
certain distance, such as a broken seal meaning that the
engine will cut out in approximately 5 kilometers (for
example). These issues present quite important travel dis-
tance criteria that affect how far the vehicle can travel before
it cuts out completely. It would be helpful if a satellite navi-
gation device (internal or external, or as a modification to an
existing device/devices) could take these issues into account
and present the traveler with possible geographic routes to
nearby service stations or repair garages within that travel
distance that the vehicle can make it to. Also, it may be that a
traveler first wants to travel a particular distance (not linked to
a vehicle malfunction).

With these issues in mind, there are described herein one or
more examples of an apparatus comprising at least one pro-
cessor and at least one memory. The memory comprises com-
puter program code stored thereon, the at least one memory
and computer program code being configured to, when run on
the at least one processor, cause the apparatus to identify one
or more geographic route options, for a particular traveler,
based on a travel time criteria or travel distance criteria for the
traveler. The apparatus is also caused to provide, based on the
respective travel time criteria or travel distance criteria,
respective range indication signalling for at least one of the
identified one or more geographic route options.
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By providing an apparatus that can identify geographic
route options based on such criteria, and providing respective
range indication signalling for at least one of such routes, it is
possible to provide meaningful and helpful representations of
such routes to a user, for example, via an existing (appropri-
ately modified, for example, by new software) or dedicated
satellite navigation device. Advantages of such examples will
be explained in more detail below.

We will now describe a first example with reference to FI1G.
1.

FIG. 1 shows an apparatus 100 comprising a processor 110,
memory 120, input I and output O. In this embodiment only
one processor and one memory are shown but it will be
appreciated that other embodiments may utilise more than
one processor and/or more than one memory (e.g. same or
different processor/memory types).

In this embodiment the apparatus 100 is an application
specific integrated circuit (ASIC) for a portable electronic
device 200 (as shown in FIG. 2) with a touch sensitive display
240 (as per FIG. 2). In other embodiments the apparatus 100
can be a module for such a device, or may be the device itself,
wherein the processor 110 is a general purpose CPU of the
device 200 and the memory 120 is general purpose memory
comprised by the device 200.

The input I allows for receipt of signalling to the apparatus
100 from further components, such as components of a por-
table electronic device 200 (like the touch-sensitive display
240) or the like. The output O allows for onward provision of
signalling from within the apparatus 100 to further compo-
nents. In this embodiment the input I and output O are part of
a connection bus that allows for connection of the apparatus
100 to further components.

The processor 110 is a general purpose processor dedicated
to executing/processing information received via the input I
in accordance with instructions stored in the form of com-
puter program code on the memory 120. The output signal-
ling generated by such operations from the processor 110 is
provided onwards to further components via the output O.

The memory 120 (not necessarily a single memory unit) is
a computer readable medium (solid state memory in this
example, but may be other types of memory such as a hard
drive, ROM, RAM, Flash or the like) that stores computer
program code. This computer program code stores instruc-
tions that are executable by the processor 110, when the
program code is run on the processor 110. The internal con-
nections between the memory 120 and the processor 110 can
be understood to, in one or more embodiments, provide an
active coupling between the processor 110 and the memory
120 to allow the processor 110 to access the computer pro-
gram code stored on the memory 120.

In this embodiment the input I, output O, processor 110 and
memory 120 are all electrically connected to one another
internally to allow for electrical communication between the
respective components I, O, 110, 120. In this example the
components are all located proximate to one another so as to
be formed together as an ASIC, in other words, so as to be
integrated together as a single chip/circuit that can be
installed into an electronic device. In other embodiments one
or more or all of the components may be located separately
from one another (for example, throughout a portable elec-
tronic device like device 200 and/or may provide/support
other functionality, i.e. shared to provide different respective
functionalities).

In the example of FIG. 2, the functionality offered by each
of'the components in the example of FIG. 1 is shared between
other components and the functions of the device of FIG. 2.
The device 200 of FIG. 2 is a dedicated satellite navigation
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device like those mounted to a windscreen of a car by drivers
on long road trips. In other examples (not shown) the device
200 is actually part of a mobile communications device like a
mobile telephone, PDA, tablet PC, or laptop, or the like.

Device 200 comprises processor 210, memory 220, inter-
face 230, display 240 (in certain embodiments, the interface
230 and the display 240 may be combined, for example, viaa
touch sensitive display), communications unit 250, antenna
260 all connected together via communications bus 280. The
communications (or data) bus 280 can be seen, in one or more
embodiments, to provide an active coupling between the pro-
cessor 210 and the memory (or storage medium) 220 to allow
the processor 210 to access the computer program code stored
on the memory 220. The communications unit 250 and
antenna 260 co-operate together to receive and/or access
positioning data from satellites or other sources to utilise this
data for navigation. The memory 220 comprises the computer
program code in the same way as the memory 120 of appa-
ratus 100, but also comprises a map and geographic route
database (not shown) within which are stored possible geo-
graphic routes available for particular vehicles (such as roads
for cars, bike paths for bikes and pedestrians, etc). Such
databases and their implementation are well known in the art.

The operation of the present embodiment will now be
described with reference to FIGS. 3a-3d, and the functional-
ity of the computer program code will be explained.

It should be noted that for both examples of FIGS. 1 and 2
the same functionality is provided by each example. It should
be noted that this functionality can be provided as software,
hardware, dedicated hardware, shared hardware, or some
combination of these. For example, the apparatus 100 of FIG.
1 can be provided as a retrofit hardware module that can be
attached to an existing portable electronic device like a tele-
phone with GPS navigation so as to add the functionality of
the apparatus 100 to that device. In another example, the
functionality of the computer program code can be uploaded
to an existing portable electronic device 200 to provide that
functionality, or the computer program code could be pre-
stored on such devices so that they are already provided with
such functionality prior to sale. FIGS. 3a-3d will be described
in relation to the device 200 of FIG. 2, although variations
with different devices with apparatus 100 will be recognised
from the following description.

FIG. 3a shows an example where a vehicle V is located at
the crossroads of three distinct roads, A, B and C. The vehicle
has a particular traveler and his family sat inside. The traveler
sets a particular travel time criteria of 1 hour via the interface
230 of the device 200.

The processor 210 recognises that this sets a travel time
criteria of 1 hour and that it should locate possible routes that
can be taken by the traveler that satisfy this criteria during the
validity period of that criteria. The validity period can be
understood to be the window of time within which the criteria
is still applicable and not yet fully expired/elapsed. Once the
time for the particular criteria has elapsed the validity period
can be said to have ‘expired’. The validity period may be
understood to encompass the period during which there is still
travel time or travel distance remaining for which the traveler
may continue travelling. It should be appreciated that the
received criteria can be inputted by a user using the interface
230 as discussed above, but may also be received from
another source (e.g. circuitry in a vehicle, external source,
network instructions, etc).

Based on the received criteria, the processor 210 would
consult/refer to the geographic route database on the memory
220 and look up possible geographic route options that satisfy
the travel time criteria. The travel time criteria represent a
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‘validity period’ in which the travel time criteria is still elaps-
ing. It could be that once the travel time criteria is entered (or
perhaps selected from a list of options), the travel time starts
to countdown/elapse, irrespective of whether movement is
occurring. We will now explain how the routes are identified.

The duration for travelling along a particular route is not
usually the same for any given traveler for any given distance.
Thetravel time for a particular route is dependent on a number
of factors, not just distance. For example, some roads will
have faster speed limits than others, which will allow travelers
on the faster road to cover a greater distance in the validity
period of the travel time than travelers on the slower road
would be able to cover. Say, a traveler on a motorway which
has a speed limit of 70 miles per hour (mph) can cover 70
miles in an hour, while a traveler in a suburban area which has
a speed limit of 30 mph may only be to cover 30 miles in an
hour.

It will also be appreciated that different types of road will
have different manoeuvrability factors, such as a motorway is
relatively straight driving and so the maximum allowable
speed can be maintained more or less continuously over that
hour. In contrast, a suburban area will have lots of relatively
short roads with many junctions, roundabouts, traffic lights,
possible roadworks, etc, and all these will cause delays and
prevent the maintenance of the maximum travel speed during
that time. This will in turn reduce the ability of a given traveler
to cover a particular distance in the validity period of the
travel time criteria. Similarly, winding roads will require lots
of slowing down and speeding up, thereby reducing average
travel speed when compared with straight roads that do not
require slowing down or speeding up.

Further factors, such as road surface, weather, vehicle type,
amount of fuel, accidents, roadworks, detours, and other such
factors will play into the actual distance that can be covered
by the vehicle and therefore affect the range of a given geo-
graphic route option that satisfies the travel time criteria.

The device 200, where possible, will take these factors into
account (in this example, at least road speed, though in other
examples not necessarily) and will identify possible geo-
graphic routes that can be taken from the location of the
traveler. The device 200 will then calculate the range of those
routes. We will now discuss each of roads A, B and C.

Looking at road A, this road is a winding mountainous
route along which has lots of twists and turns that will result
in the traveler turning back on themselves alot. As aresult, the
‘as-the-crow-flies’ distance that can be covered in an hour is
going to be relatively little when compared with a straight
road (such as road B). The range that can be covered by the
traveler in the validity period of the travel time criteria will
therefore be relatively short.

Looking at road B, this road is relatively straight motorway
which would allow a relatively constant maximum speed
should be able to be maintained, and a greater range will be
achievable by the traveler in the validity period when com-
pared with road B

Lookingat road C, this road is a narrow country road which
is only a little winding, but the nature of the road will restrict
the travel speed. As a result the range of the geographic route
in that direction will be greater than the range of the route
along road A, but shorter than the range of the route along
road B.

The ranges of the respective geographic route options are
then provided as range indication signalling by the device
200. This can be presented as an overlay on the presented map
shown in FIG. 35. In this example, the range of the respective
routes (as represented by the range indication signalling) is
displayed as a perimeter P or ‘ranging’ circle that joins up the
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furthest edges of the respective route ranges. The perimeter P
is not actually a perfect circle in this instance because the
ranges for the different routes are not the same magnitude.

The device 200 would also provide the traveler with land-
marks, destinations or locations of interest within range of the
respective routes identified based on the particular travel time
criteria. The traveler can then select one of these via an input
on the interface 230 of the device 200 and directions can then
be provided in addition to the ranging information. Assuming
that the traveler and his family decide to select a destination
along the straighter motorway road B and travel along the
route in that direction, the validity period will elapse as they
travel. FIG. 3¢ shows their position 30 minutes into the jour-
ney with 30 minutes remaining.

During the travel, the device 200 keeps identifying the
geographic route options and providing the appropriate range
indication signalling that represents the range of those routes.
Now, as the time elapses, the range that can be covered in the
remaining time is going to decrease. As a result, the perimeter
P that is provided graphically on the map is going to change
to represent this. It will be appreciated that this means that
road A is no longer available as a geographic route option
because it is not possible to return along road B to access road
A in the remaining time of the validity period. This example
therefore can be understood to vary the geographic route
options during the validity period for the particular criteria
according to the particular route being adopted by the traveler.

As is shown in FIG. 3¢, the perimeter P has shrunk to more
closely encapsulate the vehicle. Because the vehicle V has
traveled for 30 minutes, it means that if the vehicle was to
change direction and go back towards its initial starting point
then it should arrive back at its starting point at the 1 hour
mark. As a result, the perimeter P actually lines up with the
initial starting point at this stage. This is, of course, an idea-
lised situation, and in reality variations in speed, accidents,
differences in traffic flow etc, will aftect the possibility of'this.

As the validity period continues to elapse, the ranges of the
route options will decrease until eventually the validity period
ends, at which time the range of each route option has disap-
peared. The perimeter P will therefore shrink and shrink in
accordance with elapsing of the validity period to reflect the
changes in the available range(s).

FIG. 3d shows an example of device 200 where it is useable
with vehicle V which is a car, and also useable with a vehicle
V2 which is a bicycle. The bicycle has a more limited speed,
and therefore can cover less ground and less range of a route
in a given period than a car can. As such, the perimeter P2
illustrated is smaller and tighter to the vehicle itself due to the
reduced possible range of the vehicle V2 in the validity period
of the travel time criteria. Other vehicles can also utilise one
or more of these examples, such as pedal-bikes, motor-bikes,
cars, vans, buses, trams, airplane, boats, etc.

The respective range indication signalling will therefore
dynamically vary for (at least one of the) identified geo-
graphic route options over the validity period for the criteria.
This ranging circle or perimeter shows that the respective
range indication signalling can provide a visual indication of
the maximum travel range associated with meeting the par-
ticular criteria for at least one of the identified one or more
geographic route options over the validity period for the par-
ticular criteria.

Overall, the respective range indication signalling can be
useable to provide a dynamically varying visual indication of
the maximum travel range associated with meeting the crite-
ria over the corresponding validity period (e.g. via the visual
range perimeter associated with a plurality of the geographic
route options as shown in FIGS. 3a-3d, or a visual range
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highlight or visual marker along one or more of the geo-
graphic route options as shown in FIGS. 4a-44).

As well as (or alternatively to) the visual indication, the
apparatus 100 or device 200 can use the range indication
signalling to provide an audible indication of the availability
of range indication signalling (for example, when the visual
representation of the range indication signalling would be out
of the current field of view for a particular geographic route
option, or the like).

The scenario shown in FIGS. 3a-3d can also be applied to
another example where the vehicle suffers a malfunction
which requires the traveler to get the vehicle to a service
station. The nature of the malfunction generates a signal that
can be interpreted by the processor 210 of the device 200 and
translated into a travel distance criteria that can be covered by
the vehicle V before itis no longer able to travel at all. This can
constitute travel distance criteria being received by the appa-
ratus 100/device 200. This functionality can be provided/
implemented by a management system for a vehicle used by
the traveler (or be input by the traveler, e.g. travel distance is
5 km).

One or more examples described above can also be con-
figured to tie into or communicate with a vehicle’s on-board
computer systems and engine management system. Cars that
provide indications to the user of when the car is in need of a
service or if a fault is detected by the on-board computer and
tells the user to either stop completely and to travel no further
or to drive the car to the nearest service centre or garage could
make good use of such a feature. In this case the point of
interest could be garages or service centres or these points of
interest added to the already defined and selected list of points
of interest. Based on the needs of the car and the level of the
fault and knowledge of how far and how fast and for how long
the car can be driven without causing any damage could be
used as input into the invention and highlight the nearest
service centre and automatically navigate the driver to that
destination.

Likewise, if fuel becomes low and the fuel warning light is
activated then given the known range available from the on-
board computer system (e.g. a car or other vehicle’s user
interface, such as provided by using a Controller Area Net-
work (CAN) and/or Media Oriented Systems Transport
(MOST) bus (which utilises an optical interface)), the time of
day, road currently being traveled on and of course the current
location then the system will automatically highlight all of the
petrol stations within range. The system could automatically
select the closest petrol station to navigate to but the user
could select another within the ranging data if so desired. The
fuel condition alone could be taken into account without also
considering the other factors (e.g. time of day, etc) to deter-
mine the range.

The data link between the navigation device and the car’s
on-board computer could be wireless via Bluetooth, Blue-
tooth low energy or via a galvanic connection such as a
standard communication bus commonly used in vehicles or
even interfaces such as USB or other serial based connec-
tions. For built-in navigation systems then it makes sense to
connect directly via the car’s main control bus such as the
standard communication bus. However, for mobile naviga-
tion devices, the interface would be best suited to a wireless
connection. A suitable command and protocol would be
defined to allow the relevant information to be shared
between the on-board computer and the navigation device.

This can allow a traveler with a malfunctioning vehicle to
identify a particular service station within reach of the vehicle
given its travel distance criteria, select that as a destination
within range of the travel distance criteria and ‘limp’ the
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vehicle to that destination. The travel distance criteria or
travel time criteria may therefore be provided as part of a
limp-home' mode of a management system for a vehicle used
by the traveler. For example, the limp-home mode might
operate on the premise that the engine can continue to operate
at a maximum speed of 40 miles per hour and/or with maxi-
mum of 2500 revolutions per minute for a period of 45 min-
utes to thereby allow for calculation of a maximum travel
distance criteria.

In the same way as described for the travel time criteria,
various issues can be taken into account when identifying
which geographic route options are available, and the range
indication signalling representing the range associated with
those possible routes can be provided and presented on the
display 240 of the device 200. In general, the particular cri-
teria (whether time-based or distance-based) can be taken
into account to allow a user to review possible destinations
that they can travel to, select one of those destinations, and
keep receiving an update of their continued travelling until the
validity period expires.

In the examples above, the range indication signalling is
provided then presented as a perimeter circle or ranging area
on the display 240. FIGS. 4a-4d show alternative ways to
present this information.

FIGS. 4a and 45 utilise route lines that extend along avail-
able geographic route options, where the route line of FIG. 4a
is the same width as the route but stops at the end of the
possible range, while the route of FIG. 4b is the same but
emboldened and thicker than the width ofthe displayed route.

FIGS. 4c and 4d are respectively similar to FIGS. 4a and 45
but utilise dashed route lines instead of solid route lines. It
will be appreciated that these illustrates different types of
visual representation for the ranges, and that other types of
highlighting or visual indications are within the scope of the
present disclosure.

By identifying such geographic route options and provid-
ing range indication signalling representing the ranges of
those routes, it is possible to present to a user/traveler
dynamic ranging lines that permit an overview of the distance
they could travel in any direction based on their current loca-
tion, mode of transport, type of road, etc being traveled on and
also the time of day. This can be further expanded to any type
oftransport method. For example, if travelling by aircraft then
the ranging lines would basically be a pure circle about the
user’s current position. As the user travel then the ranging
circle (or rather, ranging ‘shape’ or perimeter) reduces slowly
so that it is always showing where the user could travel to in
the allocated time. This is particularly relevant in situations
where fuel might be running low.

As will be understood from the above discussion, one or
more routes may be provided but one or more other routes
may not necessarily be provided to a user (for example, based
on consideration of routes that the user has already traveled
along in the current journey or previously taken journeys so as
to prevent a traveler repeating certain routes, or the like). In
addition, as the validity period for particular criteria elapses
the ranges will alter and the representation of the collective
respective ranges will change. For example, the perimeter or
ranging circle in FIGS. 3a-3d will change shape as the ranges
decrease or alter. In any case, after the validity period expires
the ranges and any presentation thereof would have dimin-
ished to nothing.

This dynamic range representation can be useful in differ-
ent circumstances. For example, if say at 30 minutes into a
journey with a travel time criteria of 60 minutes it is decided
to go somewhere else but the absolute journey time is to



US 9,335,180 B2

11

remain the same. Another point of interest could be selected
within the current range circle.

As has been discussed, the ranges of the respective routes
are always decreasing based on time elapsed so if a traveler
chose to sit in the car and not move for the duration of the
travel time then the range circle will deplete to nothing. Like-
wise, traffic hold ups will cause this to happen and hence
effectively extend the travel time or reduce the distance you
were able to travel to in that period. Live traffic updates (e.g.
such as those used in TomTom™ or Google™ maps) could
also feed the system and would dynamically be used to update
the ranging circles/indications. If heavy traffic was detected
on the route to your destination then clearly you will be
unable to travel at the desired speed and hence will cause the
range circle to decrease in range appropriately. If unable to
reach your initial destination in the allotted time period then
the delta could be represented by a red area (range circle)
based on your current position and your original intended
destination or by highlighting the route in red to indicate by
how much you would fall short by.

Other examples (not shown) can provide options for dif-
ferent modes of transport such as walking, cycling etc, or even
to provide for these simultaneously if travelers wish to estab-
lish possible routes under different modes of transport. These
could be provided in different transparent/translucent/opaque
colours over a provided map.

FIG. 2 illustrated schematically a device 200 (such as a
portable mobile telephone or portable electronic device)
comprising the apparatus 100 as per any of the embodiments
described above, and FIG. 7 illustrates a further implementa-
tion in device 400.

The device 400 may be an electronic device (including a
tablet personal computer), a portable electronic device, a
portable telecommunications device, or a module for any of
the aforementioned devices. The apparatus 100 can be pro-
vided as a module for such a device 400, or even as a proces-
sor/memory for the device 400 or a processor/memory for a
module for such a device 400. The device 400 also comprises
a processor 485 and a storage medium 490, which are elec-
trically connected to one another by a data bus 480. This data
bus 480 can be seen to provide an active coupling between the
processor 485 and the storage medium 490 to allow the pro-
cessor 480 to access the computer program code.

The apparatus 100 is first electrically connected to an
input/output interface 470 that receives the output from the
apparatus 100 and transmits this onwards to the rest of the
device 400 via data bus 480. Interface 470 can be connected
via the data bus 480 to a display 475 (touch-sensitive or
otherwise) that provides information from the apparatus 100
to auser. Display 475 can be part of the device 400 or can be
separate.

The device 400 also comprises a processor 485 that is
configured for general control of the apparatus 100 as well as
the rest of the device 400 by providing signalling to, and
receiving signalling from, the other device components to
manage their operation.

The storage medium 490 is configured to store computer
code configured to perform, control or enable the making
and/or operation of the apparatus 100. The storage medium
490 may also be configured to store settings for the other
device components. The processor 485 may access the stor-
age medium 490 to retrieve the component settings in order to
manage the operation of the other device components. The
storage medium 490 may be a temporary storage medium
such as a volatile random access memory. On the other hand,
the storage medium 490 may be a permanent storage medium
such as a hard disk drive, a flash memory, or a non-volatile
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random access memory. The storage medium 490 could be
composed of different memory types.

FIG. 5 illustrates a method according to one or more of the
examples described above.
501—Receive travel time/distance criteria—this might be
from a user via an interface (such as interface 230/240 of
device 200) or from another source (e.g. external wireless
source, or from engine sensors, or the like).
502—Identify any geographic routes that (currently) satisfy
the received criteria—This step performs a look-up of any
geographic routes that will fall within the parameters set by
the received criteria. This might be performed via the appa-
ratus 100 or device 200 determining one or more geographic
route options, or these routes may determined by another
separate apparatus/device/server and this step merely
involves receiving/retrieving the routes identified by that
other component.
503—Calculate current range of each of those geographic
route options—Once the routes have been identified then the
ranges of those respective routes that will be achievable in the
validity period of the received criteria (e.g. based on the
various factors that can be taken into account). In this
example the apparatus 100 or device 200 performs the calcu-
lations, but in other examples (not shown) some other com-
ponent may perform the processing (e.g. processor of the
vehicle in which the apparatus 100/device 200 is used, or a
remote/network server, or the like).
504—Provide range indication signalling representing the
range of those routes—The range indication signalling is
electrical signalling that provides data representing the
ranges of the respective routes. This can allow for later (or
current) presentation of the ranges of the routes on various
devices, whether the same or different to whichever device/
apparatus is performing this method. Again, this step could be
performed by a separate component or apparatus/device.
505—Present the ranges of the routes on an existing map of
the locality for the traveler—This step uses the range indica-
tion signalling to present the ranges of the routes as an overlay
or insertion into an existing navigational aid or map.
506—Has the validity period for the criteria expired? —If the
validity period for the criteria is no longer active or has fully
elapsed, then the method ends because there is no longer any
reason to provide signalling. Otherwise the method returns to
step 502 to repeat and cause updating of the range indication
signalling. In other examples (not shown) the ranging simply
stops when the validity period expires but the provision of
navigation information may still be provided.

In certain embodiments, different steps can be combined
(for example, steps 502 and 503 can be combined in certain
examples).

FIG. 6 illustrates schematically a computer/processor
readable media 500 providing a program according to an
embodiment of the present invention. In this example, the
computer/processor readable media is a disc such as a digital
versatile disc (DVD) or a compact disc (CD). In other
embodiments, the computer readable media may be any
media that has been programmed in such a way as to carry out
an inventive function. The computer program code may be
distributed between the multiple memories of the same type,
ormultiple memories of a different type, such as ROM, RAM,
Flash, hard disk, solid state, etc.

It will be appreciated to the skilled reader that any men-
tioned apparatus/device/server and/or other features of par-
ticular mentioned apparatus/device/server may be provided
by apparatus arranged such that they become configured to
carry out the desired operations only when enabled, e.g.
switched on, or the like. In such cases, they may not neces-
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sarily have the appropriate software loaded into the active
memory in the non-enabled (e.g. switched off state) and only
load the appropriate software in the enabled (e.g. on state).
The apparatus may comprise hardware circuitry and/or firm-
ware. The apparatus may comprise software loaded onto
memory. Such software/computer programs may be recorded
on the same memory/processor/functional units and/or on
one or more memories/processors/functional units.

In some embodiments, a particular mentioned apparatus/
device/server may be pre-programmed with the appropriate
software to carry out desired operations, and wherein the
appropriate software can be enabled for use by a user down-
loading a “key”, for example, to unlock/enable the software
and its associated functionality. Advantages associated with
such embodiments can include a reduced requirement to
download data when further functionality is required for a
device, and this can be useful in examples where a device is
perceived to have sufficient capacity to store such pre-pro-
grammed software for functionality that may not be enabled
by a user.

It will be appreciated that the any mentioned apparatus/
circuitry/elements/processor may have other functions in
addition to the mentioned functions, and that these functions
may be performed by the same apparatus/circuitry/elements/
processor. One or more disclosed aspects may encompass the
electronic distribution of associated computer programs and
computer programs (which may be source/transport encoded)
recorded on an appropriate carrier (e.g. memory, signal).

It will be appreciated that any “computer” described herein
can comprise a collection of one or more individual proces-
sors/processing elements that may or may not be located on
the same circuit board, or the same region/position of a circuit
board or even the same device. In some embodiments one or
more of any mentioned processors may be distributed over a
plurality of devices. The same or different processor/process-
ing elements may perform one or more functions described
herein.

It will be appreciated that the term “signalling” may refer to
one or more electrical/optical signals transmitted as a series
of transmitted and/or received signals. The series of signals
may comprise one, two, three, four or even more individual
signal components or distinct signals to make up said signal-
ling. Some or all of these individual signals may be transmit-
ted/received simultaneously via wired or wireless connec-
tions, in sequence, and/or such that they temporally overlap
one another.

With reference to any discussion of any mentioned com-
puter and/or processor and memory (e.g. including ROM,
CD-ROM etc), these may comprise a computer processor,
Application Specific Integrated Circuit (ASIC), field-pro-
grammable gate array (FPGA), and/or other hardware com-
ponents that have been programmed in such a way to carry out
the inventive function.

The applicant hereby discloses in isolation each individual
feature described herein and any combination of two or more
such features, to the extent that such features or combinations
are capable of being carried out based on the present specifi-
cation as a whole, in the light of the common general knowl-
edge ofa person skilled in the art, irrespective of whether such
features or combinations of features solve any problems dis-
closed herein, and without limitation to the scope of the
claims. The applicant indicates that the disclosed aspects/
embodiments may consist of any such individual feature or
combination of features. In view of the foregoing description
it will be evident to a person skilled in the art that various
modifications may be made within the scope of the disclo-
sure.
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While there have been shown and described and pointed
out fundamental novel features of the invention as applied to
preferred embodiments thereof, it will be understood that
various omissions and substitutions and changes in the form
and details of the devices and methods described may be
made by those skilled in the art without departing from the
spirit of the invention. For example, it is expressly intended
that all combinations of those elements and/or method steps
which perform substantially the same function in substan-
tially the same way to achieve the same results are within the
scope of the invention. Moreover, it should be recognized that
structures and/or elements and/or method steps shown and/or
described in connection with any disclosed form or embodi-
ment of the invention may be incorporated in any other dis-
closed or described or suggested form or embodiment as a
general matter of design choice. Furthermore, in the claims
means-plus-function clauses are intended to cover the struc-
tures described herein as performing the recited function and
not only structural equivalents, but also equivalent structures.
Thus although a nail and a screw may not be structural equiva-
lents in that a nail employs a cylindrical surface to secure
wooden parts together, whereas a screw employs a helical
surface, in the environment of fastening wooden parts, a nail
and a screw may be equivalent structures.

The invention claimed is:
1. An apparatus comprising:
at least one processor; and
at least one memory, the memory comprising computer
program code stored thereon, the at least one memory
and computer program code being configured to, when
run on the at least one processor, cause the apparatus to:

identify one or more geographic route options, for a par-
ticular traveller, based on a travel time criteria or travel
distance criteria for the traveler, wherein identifying a
route is further based on route maneuverability factors
including whether a route includes a straight road and
whether a route includes a winding road; and

provide, based on the respective travel time criteria or

travel distance criteria, respective range indication sig-
nal for at least one of the identified one or more geo-
graphic route options following a user selection of time
or distance criteria,

wherein the respective range indication signal provides a

visual indication of a maximum travel range associated
with meeting the travel time criteria or travel distance
criteria for at least one of the identified one or more
geographic route options over a validity period for the
respective travel time criteria or travel distance criteria.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the respective range
indication signal dynamically varies for at least one of the
identified one or more geographic route options over a valid-
ity period for the respective travel time criteria or travel dis-
tance criteria.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the respective range
indication signal provides a dynamically varying visual indi-
cation of a maximum travel range associated with meeting the
travel time criteria or travel distance criteria for at least one of
the identified one or more geographic route options over a
validity period for the respective travel time criteria or travel
distance criteria.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the maximum travel
range is provided by a visual range highlight or visual marker
along one or more of the geographic route options.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the maximum travel
range is provided by a visual range perimeter associated with
a plurality of the geographic route options.
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6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein respective range indi-
cation signal is based at least in part on travel conditions along
the respective one or more geographic route options.
7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one
memory and computer program code are configured to, when
run on the at least one processor, cause the apparatus to:
provide, on a display, a visual indication of a range indica-
tion signal for an identified geographic route option; and

provide an audible indication of an availability of a range
indication signal when a visual representation of a range
indication signal for an identified geographic route
option would be out of a current field of view displayed
on the display.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one
memory and computer program code are configured to, when
run on the at least one processor, cause the apparatus to:

vary the one or more geographic route options during a

validity period for the respective travel time criteria or
travel distance criteria according to the particular route
being adopted by the traveller following a user selection
of time or distance criteria.

9. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one
memory and computer program code are configured to, when
run on the at least one processor, cause the apparatus to:

receive selection input associated with one of the identified

route geographic options and provide the respective
range indication signalling for the selected geographic
route option.

10. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one
memory and computer program code are configured to, when
run on the at least one processor, cause the apparatus to:

receive travel time criteria input or travel distance criteria

input for the particular traveler.

11. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the identification of
one or more geographic route options, for a particular travel-
ler, comprises one of determination of one or more geo-
graphic route options by the apparatus and receipt of one of
the identified geographic route options from another appara-
tus.

12. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the travel distance
criteria is provided by a management system for a vehicle
used by the traveller.

13. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the respective range
indication signal is determined by the apparatus or another
apparatus.

14. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one
memory and computer program code are configured to, when
run on the at least one processor, cause the apparatus to
perform at least one of the following:

identify, for display, the one or more geographic route

options, for a particular traveller, based on a travel time
criteria or travel distance criteria for the traveller; and,
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based on the respective travel time criteria or travel dis-
tance criteria, provide, for display, respective range indi-
cation signal for at least one of the identified one or more
geographic route options.
15. A method comprising:
identifying one or more geographic route options, for a
particular traveller, based on a travel time criteria or
travel distance criteria for the traveller, wherein identi-
fying a route is further based on route maneuverability
factors including whether a route includes a straight road
and whether a route includes a winding road; and

providing, based on the respective travel time criteria or
travel distance criteria, respective range indication sig-
nalling for at least one of the identified one or more
geographic route options following a user selection of
time or distance criteria,

wherein the respective range indication signalling provides

avisual indication of a maximum travel range associated
with meeting the travel time criteria or travel distance
criteria for at least one of the identified one or more
geographic route options over a validity period for the
respective travel time criteria or travel distance criteria.
16. The method of claim 15, further comprising dynami-
cally varying the respective range indication signal for at least
one of the identified one or more geographic route options
over a validity period for the respective travel time criteria or
travel distance criteria.
17. The method of claim 15, wherein the travel distance
criteria is provided by a management system for a vehicle
used by the traveller.
18. A computer program product comprising a non-transi-
tory computer readable storage medium having computer
program code stored thereon, which when run on at least one
processor, causes an apparatus to perform at least the follow-
ing:
identifying one or more geographic route options, for a
particular traveller, based on a travel time criteria or
travel distance criteria for the traveller, wherein identi-
fying a route is further based on route maneuverability
factors including whether a route includes a straight road
and whether a route includes a winding road; and

providing, based on the respective travel time criteria or
travel distance criteria, respective range indication sig-
nalling for at least one of the identified one or more
geographic route options following a user selection of
time or distance criteria,

wherein the respective range indication signalling provides

avisual indication of a maximum travel range associated
with meeting the travel time criteria or travel distance
criteria for at least one of the identified one or more
geographic route options over a validity period for the
respective travel time criteria or travel distance criteria.
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